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RHC Celebrates 45th Anniversary of the R22
with Sales Promotion 

Robinson celebrates the 45th anniversary of its iconic two-seat R22 helicopter with a
new limited-time incentive program. Purchase three or more new R22 helicopters
and receive a 10% discount at the time of the order.
     “We are committed to fostering even more careers for the next generation of pilots
by offering more opportunities to purchase and fly an R22,” said David Smith,
president and CEO of Robinson.
     On March 16, 1979, Robinson received FAA certification for the R22, which is
enshrined in the Smithsonian Museum.
     With a legacy of accessibility, reliability, and versatility, the R22 revolutionized the
rotorcraft industry by creating the first personal helicopter. Many of the world’s
rotorcraft pilots and flight schools begin their journeys in an R22. This versatile
helicopter equips pilots with the critical skills and foundation necessary for a thriving

career in aviation.
      With nearly 30 million hours flown
globally (according to RHC estimates),
the R22 is one of the best-selling civil
rotorcrafts in the world. More than 80
R22s that are over 40 years old are still
in service.
      The Robinson R22 series plays a
vital role in bridging the gaps between
people, places, and possibilities.
Operators worldwide leverage the R22’s
exceptional accessibility, efficiency, and
effectiveness to accomplish any
mission.
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empennage as standard.

Watch 'Climb Higher'

Robinson Releases 'Climb Higher' Video Series

Robinson debuted its new video series, ‘Climb Higher,’ at the 2024 Heli-Expo in
Anaheim. ‘Climb Higher’ highlights how customers and operators around the world
utilize Robinson helicopters for their unique missions. The series features the
indispensable role Robinson helicopters play in bridging the gaps between people,
places, and possibilities, enabling operators to accomplish a wide range of missions
with unparalleled accessibility, efficiency, and effectiveness.
      The video series’ first episode offers a behind-the-scenes look at Quantum
Helicopters in Chandler, Arizona, where a generation of rotorcraft pilots learn to fly on
Robinson R22s. The second video highlights news operations in Sao Paulo and how
the traffic-congested city of 12.3 million relies on a Robinson Newscopter to provide
the news from the sky. Recently released, the third episode focuses on the integral
role of Robinsons in Australia’s Food Bowl from mustering vast herds, pollinating
crops, and efficiently slinging essential supplies.
     “Through this new video series, we are able to share stories of the unique ways in
which Robinson helicopters empower operators around the world to tackle tough jobs
and accomplish their missions affordably and reliably,” adds David Smith, president
and CEO of Robinson.
      For more information and to watch the series, visit the Robinson Helicopter
website and social media channels on YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, or LinkedIn.

Robinson Names David Smith President & CEO

At Heli-Expo in Anaheim, California, Robinson Helicopter Company announced Kurt
Robinson, president and CEO, was stepping down and moving into an advisory role,
and named David Smith, formerly Robinson Helicopter’s vice president of operations,
as the new president and CEO effective immediately. During the company's packed
press conference, Kurt Robinson humorously quipped he finally one-upped his
father, noting his own 40-year tenure compared to Frank's 37 years with the
company.
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Smith joined Robinson in early 2023 as vice president of operations and has
nearly two decades of experience in aviation and rotorcraft. The majority of his
career was spent at Bell Flight in multiple leadership roles across engineering,
serving as program director for critical product developments as well as the vice
president of operations modernization, leading organizational growth and profitability.
Smith also led TRU Simulation + Training Inc., an affiliate of Textron Aviation,
delivering pilot training solutions, including full-flight simulators and flight training
devices for business aviation, rotorcraft, commercial air transport, and military
markets.

“Leading Robinson Helicopter Company is an extraordinary privilege. With a 50-
year legacy of success, I am honored to lead the company into the next 50 years of
vertical flight,” said Smith. 

Smith is committed to maintaining Robinson’s reputation for safety and reliability
and building on the company’s legacy of innovation and growth. With his experience
and fresh perspective, he plans to continue the culture of excellence and
collaboration, driving the company forward with new product development initiatives,
enhanced business systems, and expanded manufacturing capabilities. Additionally,
Smith aims to strengthen relationships with customers, suppliers, and partners
worldwide, positioning RHC as the preferred choice for civilian rotorcraft solutions.
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