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PILOT DISTRACTIONS

Distractions in the cabin have caused pilots to lose control of the helicopter. Reading
charts, programming avionics, or attending to passengers are some common distractions.
During flight, it is important to keep eyes focused outside and minimize distractions to
avoid an accident. Any avionics programming that takes more than a few seconds should
be done while on the ground.

When hovering, keep both hands on the controls. Iftuning a radio or other task is required,
first land and reduce collective pitch. When dealing with distractions in forward flight,
reduce power, slow down, and frequently look outside to verify straight and level flight.

Occasionally, pilots neglect to latch a door before taking off. Never attempt to latch a door
while hovering or in flight. It is safer to land before closing a door.



